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THOMAS

December 4, 2017

17CAVNC103156

responsibie for the THOMAS fire where owned and operated by Southern California

Edison (SCE).
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3 - SUSPECT:

S-1  Southern California Edison (SCE)
Corporate Headquarters
9200 QOakdale Avenue, 9 Floor
Los Angeles, CA 91311
Phone: (888) 8484754
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4 —VICTIMS & WITNESSES:

VICTIMS:

V-1 Virginia PASOLA

Civilian

For further information pertaining fo PASOLA contact Ventura County Medical
Examiner’s Office at (805) 641-4400 (reference report #1501-17).

V-2 Cory IVERSON
Fire Apparatus Engineer — CAL FIRE

For further information pertaining fo IVERSON contact Ventura County Medical
Examiner’s Office at (805) 641-4400 (reference report #1539-17).

QOther Victims:
For a complete list of properties which sustained damage or burned structures
during the THOMAS and/or KOENINGSTEIN fires (see aftachment #4). This list

may or may not include damaged land and other miscellaneous burned

properties.
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WITNESSES:

W-1  David DOLLAR

Fire originated on his property, can testify to seeing fire surrounding his property,
and sustained damage to vegetation, barn and other properly. DOLLAR recalled
the power was interrupted approximately 15 minutes prior to receiving a phone
call from his son Chris DOLLAR, notifying him of the fire. DOLLAR was on his
property with two employees from Carbon California approximately two hours
prior to the fire. Also DOLLAR'’S vehicle was inspected by the investigation team
(see attachment #5).

W-2 Chris DOLLAR

C. DOLLAR can testify to receiving a phone call from Juan GAMEZ Jr. and
telling C. DOLLAR there was a fire behind his parents’ house, Chns was also
present when DOLLAR was interviewed (see attachment #5).

W-3 Matt DOLLAR

M. DOLLAR is the son of DOLLAR and can testify to being present when
DOLLAR was interviewed (see aftachment #5).

LEBO (Rev. 7/2011) 8 Officer Initials
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W-4

Dori Thompson CLARKE
Owner of THOMPCO

Can testify to sending three of her employees up to the Timber Oil Lease
(Carbon California) the day the THOMAS fire occurred. CLARKE provided
documentation of what her employees did and time they arrived and left on the
oil lease (see altachment #6).

Alberto NUNEZ
THOMPCO Employee

NUNEZ can testify to working for THOMPCO and was with Jesus VALENZUELA
and John TAIT working af the Timber Oil Lease (Carbon California) the day of
the fire and arrived at the lease at approximately 7:30 AM, and left at
approximately 3:00 PM (see attachment #6).

John TAIT
THOMPCO Employee

TAIT can testify to working for THOMPCO and was with Jesus VALENZUELA
and NUNEZ working at the Timber Oif Lease (Carbon California) the day of the
fire and arrived at the lease at approximately 7:30 AM, and left at approximately
3:00 PM (see aftachment #6}.

LE8O (Rev. 7/2011) 9 Officer Initials
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W-7 Jesus VALENZUELA
THOMPCO Employee

VALENZUELA was working for THOMPCO and was with NUNEZ and TAIT
working at the Timber Oil Lease (Carbon California) the day of the fire.
VALENZUELA amved at the lease at approximately 7:30 AM, and left at
approximately 3:00 PM. The THOMPCO vehicle VALENZUEL A was utilizing the
day of the THOMAS fire, was inspected by the investigation leam (see
altachment #6).

Richard RUDMAN

Can testify to maintaining the radio towers in Anfauf Canyon. RUDMAN was on
the property the afternoon prior to the fire starting. RUDMAN experienced strong
winds at the radio tower prior to the start of the THOMAS fire. RUDMAN
provided the DATA logs of power outages the day of the THOMAS fire fo the IT
(see attachment #7).
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wW-9 Peter RIOUX

Can testify to being the Operation Supervisor at Saint Thomas Aquinas College,
and placed the fire within DOLLAR'S property in a canyon above his house
before 6:30 PM. RIOUX called VCFD Fire Station 20 pnor fo them being
dispatched by Ventura County Fire Communication Center and advised them of
the fire. RIOUX fook pictures of the fire and provided them to the IT (see
attachment #8).

W-10 Brian DICKENSON

Can testify to calling 911 reporting the THOMAS fire. DICKENSON lives in Santa
Paula and saw the fire in the area of Anlauf Canyon. DICKENSON is one of the
first 911 reporting parties for the THOMAS fire (see attachment #49).

W-11 Tony SALAS

SALAS can testify to receiving a phone call from Peter RIOUX reporting the fire
in the area of Anlauf Canyon. SALAS was the Fire Captain on the first arriving
VCFD Fire Engine 20, SALAS was the first Incident Commander and saw the fire
coming from DOLLAR’S property (see attachmenit #9).

LEBO (Rev. 7/2011) 11 Officer Initials
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W-12 Steve SWINDLE

SWINDLE can lestify to being the Fire Apparatus Engineer on the first arriving
VCFD Engine 20 (see aftachment #9).

W-13 Steve BUCKLES

BUCKLES can testify to being the Firefighter on first amiving VCFD Engine 20

(see attachment #9).

W-14 Juan GAMEZ Sr.

Can teslify to seeing the fire in Anlauf Canyon and taking pictures of the fire.
GAMEZ sent a multimedia message service image fo his son Juan GAMEZ Jr.
(see attachment #10).

W-15 Juan GAMEZ Jr.

GAMEZ Jr. can lestify to receiving a phone text message picture from his father
GAMEZ of a fire near DOLLAR’S house. GAMEZ Jr. called C. DOLLAR and
advised him there was a fire near his parents’ house (see attachment #10).

LESO (Rev. 7/2011) 12 Officer Initials
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W-16 Robert FROST

Can testify to leasing the property from DOLLAR for his cattle. FROST received
a phone call from GAMEZ stating there was a fire on DOLLAR'S property (see
attachment #11).

W-17 Mel LOVO
Fire Captain VCFD

LOVO can festify to being on Copter 8, and being the first amiving helicopter.
LOVO look video upon arrival (see aftachment #12).

W-18 Ken WILLIAMS
Ventura County Sheriff's Department

WILLIAMS can testify to being the Pilot on Copter 8 with Fire Captain LOVO
(see aftachment #12).

LESO (Rev. 7/2011) 13 Officer Initials



o O ~ O O’ b W N =

NN NN NN NN NN =22 2 a2 S S S a4
8(0(!3*40’)01#0)?0—‘0(0@*40301-&0)?\)—-\0

THOMAS December 4, 2017 17CAVNC1031586

W-19 Randy GILBERT
Firefighter, VCFD

GILBERT can testify to being on the second arriving helicopter (Copter 7).

W-20 Leila THAYER

Can testify to calling 911 and seeing the fire from Highway 150 near Steckel
Park (see altachment #13).

W-21 Tamml GARCIA

Can testify to dnving on Highway 150 at approximately 6:30 PM, on Monday,
December 4, 2017. GARCIA saw the fire on the east side of Highway 150 and
took photos and videos (see attachment #13).

W-22 Lindsey MOORE

Can testify to dnving on Highway 150 with her mother GARCIA at approximately
6:30 PM, on Monday, December 4, 2017. MOORE saw the fire on the east side
of Highway 150 (see attachment #13).

LEBO (Rev. 7/2011) 14 Officer Initials
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W-23 Martin HAGGARD

Can testify to calling 911 and seeing the fire from Thomas Aquinas College
(see attachment #13).

W-24 Rose LEMON

Can testify to calling 911, smelling smoke and seeing the fire from Steckel Park
(see attachment #13).

W-25 Jeanette RICHARD

Can testify fo calling 911 and seeing a red glow from Thomas Aquinas Coflege
(see attachment #13).

W-26 Bill ALLEN

Can ftestify to calling 911 and seeing the fire from Highway 126
(see attachment #13).

LESO (Rev. 7/2011) 15 Officer Initials
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W-27 Jorge MONZADA

Can testify to receiving seven photos and forwarding the photos fo the THOMAS
IT (see attachment #14).

W-28 Alexandra PRICE

Can testify to receiving a phone calf from her friend Susan atl approximately 6:30
PM, who fold her about the THOMAS fire. Susan was aware of the fire from a
phone fire alert app. PRICE and her husband drove to an advantage point and
described the fire to be on DOLLAR'S properly (see attachment #15).

W-29 Ray PRICE

Can testify to being with his wife, A. PRICE, during the start of the THOMAS fire
on DOLLAR'S property (see attachment #15).

LESQ (Rev. 7/2011) 16 Officer Lnitials
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W-30 Tiarzha TAYLOR

Can testify to seeing and taking photographs of the THOMAS fire
(see attachment #16).

W-31 Eari BROCK

Can testify to observing the THOMAS fire to the south and taking photos of the
fire (see aftachment #17).

W-32 Michael MCLEAN

Can testify to being the President of Saint Thomas Aquinas College, resides on
the property and was there at the time of the fire. MCLEAN received ftext
messages from Robert GOYETTE and RIOUX stating there was a fire one-half
mile south and east of the college (see attachment #18).

LESD (Rev. 7/2011) 17 Officer Initials
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W-33 Clark TULBERG

Can testify to being the Facilities Manager for Saint Thomas Aquinas College,
and was on the property at the time of the fire. RIOUX called TULBERG and fold
him about the fire. TULBERG showed the investigation team the photos he
received from RIOUX of the THOMAS fire (see attachment #19).

W-34 John GOYETTE

Can testify to being employed at Saint Thomas Aquinas College and was at the
property at the time of the fire. His son Robert GOYETTE notified him of the fire
at 6:27 PM (see aftachment #20).

W-35 Maria GOYETTE

Can testify to dniving south on Highway 150 and seeing a large glow in the
Mountains above Steckel Park (see atiachment #20).

LEBQ (Rev. 7/2011) 18 Officer Initials



THOMAS December 4, 2017 17CAVNC103156

1 W-36 Robert GOYETTE
2
3
4
5 Can testify to being a student at Saint Thomas Aquinas College and was
8 standing near his dormitory, looked south and saw the fire at approximately 6:27
7 PM, GOYOTTE alerted his father, J. GOYETTE about the fire (see aftachment
8 #20).
9
10 W-37 Stephen SMITH
11
12
13
14 Can testify to seeing smoke and then fire coming over ridge from the direction of
15 Anlauf Canyon (see attachment #21).
16
17 W-38 Patrcia MOREHART
18
19
20
21 Can testify fo receiving a phone call from her neighbor notifying her of the fire.
22 MOREHART observed the fire coming towards her house from Anlauf
23 Canyon area, called M. MOREHART telling him to return home because of the
24 fire (see attachment #22).
25
26
27
28
29
30
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W-38 Martin MOREHART

Can testify to leaving his house at approximately 6:20 PM, and receiving a phone
call from P. MOREHART at approximately 6:40 PM, telling him to return because
of a large fire (see altachment #22).

W-40 Paul HERNANDEZ

HERNANDEZ can testify to seeing the fire in the hills above Steckel Park.
HERNANDEZ believed the fire was near the DOLLAR'S house and observed no
fire in the direction of flare siack (see attachment #23).

W-41 Noel HERNANDEZ

Can testify to receiving a phone call from his son P. HERNANDEZ, nofifying him
of the fire, and seeing the fire near DOLLAR’S house (see attachment #23).

W-42 Nicholas BROUWER

BROUWER can testify to standing by his son Jason BROUWER'S gate at Il

I s-'i2 Paula. BROUWER left his sons house on Monday,
December 4, 2017, at approximately 5:15 PM, and did not see any fire (see

attachment #24).

LE8O (Rev. 7/2011) 20 Officer Initials
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w-43 Jason BROUWER

J. BROUWER and N. BROUWER were standing at his gate on Monday,
December 4, 2017, at approximately 5:15 PM, and did not see any fire (see
attachment #24).

W-44 Troy HENDERSON

Can testify to seeing smoke and then fire from his deck with friend Char
WARINNER, and can remember the flare stack was not lit at the time of the fire.
HENDERSON is the first 911 reporting parly for the THOMAS fire (see
attachments #25 and #49).

W-45 Christine LAW

LAW'S home is located at the west entrance of DOLLAR’S property. AW can
testify to initially observing the fire coming out of the canyon above DOLLAR’'S
house and over the ridge towards her home (see attachment #26).

LE8O (Rev. 7/2011) 21 Officer Initials
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W-46 Charles LAW

LAW'S residence is located at the west entrance of DOLLAR'S property. Mr.
LAW can festify to his wife seeing the fire from their kitchen. Initially Mr. LAW
observed the fire coming out of the area around DOLLAR'S house and over the
nidge towards his home (see aftachment #26).

W-47 Frank SCHREINER

SCHREINER is the General Manager of the Ventura Ranch KOA, east of Steckel
Park. SCHREINER can testify he was not at the KOA at the time of the fire (see
atfachment #27).

W-48 RAMANDA (This is his full legal name)

RAMANDA can testify to observing the fire when it approached the KOA
Campground. RAMANDA was toid about the fire from an unknown party who
knocked on his RV door, RAMANDA was at Birch space #33 (see altachment
#27).

LE8O {Rev. 7/2011) 22 Officer Initials
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W-49 Terry BELL

BELL is an off-duty Santa Paula Fire Apparatus Engineer, BELL can testify he
was home with his family at the time of the fire. BELL was alerted about the fire
from a phone app. (Pulse Point), then saw the fire from his kifchen door (see
attachment #28).

W-50 Tanner CARPENTER

CARPENTER resides on the DOLLAR'S property. CARPENTER was not home
at the time of the fire. CARPENTER was dniving westbound on Highway 126,
observed the fire in Mud Creek Canyon from Highway 126/ Hallock Road at
approximately 6:53 PM (see attachment #29).

W-51 Mike RIEDER

Can testify to seeing smoke in a canyon below the flare stack (see altachment
#30).

LE8OQ (Rev. 7/2011) 23 Officer Initials
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W-52 Mark ALVERADO

Can testify to seeing the giow from the THOMAS fire from Highway 126 and
Highway 150 (see aftachment #31).

W-53 Todd HABILSTON

HABILSTON can testify to being a partner in the company (Carbon California)
and is unaware there was a missing plastic 55-galion barrel containing methanol.
HABILSTON called several people within Carbon and all were unaware of where
the missing barrel was (see aftachment #32).

W-54 Matthew ZEIER
Qil Lease Operator (Technician), CARBON California

Can testify to being at the Timber oil lease at approximately 1:45 PM, the day of
the fire, and leaving at approximately 3:45 PM. On ZEIER'S way down the hill,
he saw DOLLAR, PRICE and FERNANDEZ also on their way down the hill.
2EIER can festify to the activities at the Carbon California Timber Oil Lease in
Anlauf Canyon on Monday, December 4, 2017 (see alfachment #32).

LESO (Rev. 7/2011) 24 Officer Initials
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W-55 Michael DEAN Jr.
Field Operations Supervisor, Carbon California

Can testify to Carbon California activities at the Timber Oil Lease/Anfauf Canyon
on Monday, December 4, 2017, and operation of Carbon flare stack (see
attachment #32).

W-56 Scott PRICE

Can testify to being on DOLLAR'S property the day of the fire and leaving the
property at approximately 5:00 PM. PRICE can also testify to the condition of
the oil well units and equipment at the Timber Oil Lease Carbon California (see
attachment #32).

W-57 Curtis FERNANDEZ

Can testify to being with DOLLAR and PRICE on DOLLAR'S ranch one and a
half hours prior to the THOMAS fire (see altachment #32).

LESO (Rev. 7/2011) 25 Officer Initials
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W-58 Kelly BROWN
Well Site Manager, Carbon California

Can testify to sending three workers from THOMPCO fo work on pipe within the
Timber Oil lease (Carbon California) property (see attachment #32).

W-59 James BRADEY

Owner of Coastline Technologies

Coastline Technologies

o not seeing the missing barrel of methanol since Monday,
November 27, 2017 (see altachment #33).

W-60 Daniel CLARKE

an tesury to [ne exai Carbon California Qil Facility (see
attachment #34).

W-61 Nathan PAPE

PAPE can testify to the examination of the Carbon California Oil Facility and how
the facility operates (see attachment #34).

LEBO (Rev. 7/2011)} 26 Officer Initials .
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W-62 Mark STEINHILBER
Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources
Facilities Program Manager

Can testify to conducting a visual inspecting on the Timber Qif Lease (Carbon
California), (see afttachment #35).

W-63 Bruce WEIHS

Department of Conservation Division of Qil, Gas and Geothermal Resources

Facilities Program Manager

Can testify to speaking with SAQUI.

W-64 Eric WEATHERBEE
Ventura County APCD

Can testify to providing documents pertaining to public records regarding
Carbon California Facility (see attachment #36).
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W-65 Kirby ZOLULA
Ventura County APCD

Can testify to providing docurnents pertaining to public records regarding
Carbon California Facility (see attachment #36).

W-66 Dan FERCY
Ventura County APCD

Can testify to providing documents pertaining to public records regarding
Carbon Caiifornia Facility {see attachment #36).

W-67 Michael F. EVANS
Owner, RIDGEWAY, Inc.

Can testify to Ridgeway contractors had not been fo the Timber Canyon Ol
Lease since mid-November (see attachment #37).
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W-68 Tom HUNTER
COMSAT Teleport

HUNTER can testify to being employed by COMSAT, and providing electronic
copies of teleports that recorded two separate power events. The data was
provided to the IT (see aftachment #38).

W-69 Guy WHITE

Directar, Teleport Engineering & Operation

Can testify to overall COMSAT operations and engineering including commercial
power supply. WHITE showed the IT and explained the power event that was
recorded on Monday, December 4, 2017, at approximately 6:17 PM (see
attachment #38).

W-70 Dean BERN
COMSAT Senior Electronics Technician

Can testify to power l0ss, logging the event, providing detailed reports fo USFS
Alex LOMVARDIAS and seeing fire approaching COMSAT Teleport (see
atfachment #38).
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W-71 Howard WISNIEWSKI
COMSAT Station Engineer

Can testify how COMSAT logging systems works related to COMSAT.
The Power interruption and power loss electronic documentation was provided to
the IT (see attachment #38).

W-72 Paul PIMENTEL
Southern California Edison Representative

PIMENTEL was in the GOA when the first span of power lines was taken down
by Southern California Edison (SCE) employees.

W- 73 Julie OLIN
Southern California Edison Representative

OLIN was in the GOA when spans of power lines were taken down by SCE
employees (see aftachment #39).
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W-74 Joshua Edward HUNTER
Southern California Edison Employee

W-75 Rick MCCOLLUM

Southern California Edison Representative

MCCOLLUM was in the GOA when the second spans of power lines were taken

down by SCE employees (see attachment #40).

W-76 Koko TOMASSIAN
Utilities Engineer

California Public Utilities Commission

Can testify to inspecting SCE power equipment,

W-77 Ryan ISHIKAWA
Utilities Engineer
California Public Utilities Commission

Can testify fo inspecting SCE power equipment.

LESO (Rev. 7/2011)
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W-78 Christine SAQUI
Fire Investigator - VCFD

Can testify to being the lead fire investigator.

W-79 Aimin ALTON
Firefighter — VCFD

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation, data collection and analysis.

W-80 Gregg DELAROSA
Deputy —VCSQ

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-81 Jace CHAPIN
Battalion Chief — CAL FIRE

Can ftestify to assisting with the fire investigation.

LESO (Rev. 7/2011) 32 Officer Initials
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W-82 Ryan MILLER
Fire Investigator — VCFD

an testily o assisiing wi e fire investigation.

W-83 Steven DEAN
Fire Investigator — US Forest Service

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-84 Tom CRASS
Fire Captain-Specialist — CAL FIRE

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-85 Alex LOMVARDIAS

Fire Investigator — US Forest Service

Can festify to assisting with the fire investigation.

LESO (Rev. 7/2011)

33

Officer Initials



O | ~N D h W N =

10

12
13
14
16
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

THOMAS December 4, 2017 17CAVNC103156

W-86 Brian KINSLEY
Fire Fighter - VCFD

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-87 Jay SNODGRASS
Fire Captain Investigator —- SBCOFD

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation and coordinated the origin and

cause investigation. SNODGRASS wrote the onigin and cause (O&C) report
(see aftachment #2).

W-88 Jon BERGH
Fire Investigator — VCFD

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-89 Kenneth RUSSELL
Fire Captain-Specialist — CAL FIRE

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

LES8O (Rev. 7/2011) 34 Officer Initials
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W-90 Marshall HATCH
Fire Investigator - VCFD

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-91 Shannan HARRIS
Fire Captain-Specialist — CAL FIRE

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-92 Patrick KELLY
Fire Captain — VCFD

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation.

W-93 Eric WATKINS
Assistant Chief — CAL FIRE

Can testify to transporting evidernice from the THOMAS fire to Fresno, and being

the liaison between the investigation team and Southern California Edison.
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W-94 Dennis BYRNES
Fire Captain — CAL FIRE

Can testify to assisting with the fire investigation and scene security (see
attachment #51).

W-95 Patrick WALKER
Fire Fighter — CAL FIRE

Can testify to providing scene security (see attachment #51).

W-96 Sal KUTKUT
KT Security Service

Can testify to providing 24 hour scene security (see attachment #51).
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W-97 James “Jed” DEGRAFF
Technical Services Section
Senior Land Surveyor — CAL FIRE

Can testify to using LiDAR in the area identified by the IT. The LiDAR team can
explain how LiDAR functions and interpret the dala collected (see attachment
#59).

W-98 Dave KAROLY
Technical Services Section
Survey Party Chief — CAL FIRE

Can testify to using LiDAR in the area identified by the IT. The LiDAR team can
explain how LiDAR functions and interpret the data collected (see attachment
#59).

W-99 Garrett JACKSON
Technical Services Section

Transportation Surveyor — CAL FIRE

Can testify to using LIDAR in the area identified by the IT. The LIiDAR team can

explain how LiDAR functions and interpret the data collected (see aftachment
#59).

LESO (Rev. 7/2011) 37 Officer Initials



THOMAS December 4, 2017 17CAVNC103156

W-100 Jim NOLT
Electrical Engineer

NOLT assisted with the visual inspection of the Edison Power equipment within
the THOMAS fire (see atfachment #63).
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Item #13 - (E-13) Section of #4 ACSR powerline spanning from Pole #1041915E,
#1041913E. Section was not in contact with the ground. Section was from the north
phase and marked with BLUE tape and tracking tags. E-13 was approximately 300
feet long. Wire was collected by BYRNES, logged, and property receipt given to
SCE MCCOLLUM.

PHOTOGRAPHS and VIDEQS (Civilians and Fire Emergency Personnel)

Chris DOLLAR Video (see aftachment #5)

Peter RIOUX Photos (see attachment #6)

Richard RUDMAN Photos (see aftachment #7)

Juan GAMEZ Sr. Photos (see atfachment #10)

Mel LOVO Photos and Videos (see aftachment #12)
Tammy GARCIA Photos and Videos (see atffachment #13)
Jorge MONZADA Photos (see atffachment #14)

Tiarzha TAYLOR Photos (see attachment #16)

Earl BROCK Photos (see aftachment #17)

Troy HERNDERSON Photos (see atfachment #25)

All audio recordings associated with the THOMAS fire investigation (see atfachment
#89).

WRITTEN WITNESS STATMENT (Civifians)

Earl BROCK (see attachment #17)
Matthew ZEIER (see attachment #32)
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PHOTOGRAPHS and VIDEOS (Investigation Team)

HATCH Photos and Video's (see altachment #32 and #90)
DELAROSA Photos and Video's (see attachment #91)
KINSLEY Photos (see atfachment 92)

KELLY Photos and Video's (see aftachment #32 and #93)
SAQUI Photos and Video's (see attachment #35 and #94)
ALTON Photos and Video's {see aftachment #95)
CHAPIN Photos (see attachment #36)

BERGH Photos (see aftachment #97)

RUSSELL Photos (see attachment #38)

HARRIS Photos (see attachment #99)

SNODGRASS Photos and Videos (see attachment #100)
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Piru RAWS
Date: Monday, December 4, 2017
Time: 6:00 PM
Temperature: 59 degrees Fahrenheit
Dew Point: 8 degrees Fahrenheit
Relative Humidity: 13 percent
Wind Speed: 17 to 27 miles per hour
Wind Direction: From the northeast
Elevation 636 feet
Latitude/Longitude 34.40426 / -118.80991
El Rio RAWS
Date: Monday, December 4, 2017
Time: 6:00 PM
Temperature: 62 degrees Fahrenheit
Dew Point: 7 degrees Fahrenheit
Relative Humidity: 11 percent
Wind Speed: 17 to 30 miles per hour
Wind Direction: From the northeast
Elevation 131 feet
Latitude/L_ongitude 34,25238 /-119.14318
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Ojai RAWS

Date:

Time:
Temperature:
Dew Point:
Relative Humidity:
Wind Speed:
Wind Direction:
Elevation
Latitude/L ongitude

LEBQ (Rev. 7/2011)

Monday, December 4, 2017
6:00 PM

59 degrees Fahrenheit

3 degrees Fahrenheit

10 percent

4 {0 9 miles per hour

From the southeast

774 feet

34.44804 /-119.23131
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8 — PROPERTY:

The GOA of the THOMAS fire is located on property identified by Ventura
County Assessor Parcel Numbers (APN). The GOA encompasses two different
parcels, APN 400 090 025 and 400 060 065 (see attachment #47).

The GOA is on private property located at I S nita
Paula, California 93060. The area within the identified APN numbers has several
easement rights on an unmaintained paved road running through DOLLAR'S
property. There are three ways to access DOLLAR'S property, through Anlauf
Canyon Road, SENECA properties and up through Timber Canyon Road. All areas
identified to access DOLLAR’S propenty is controlled by locked gates and barbed
wire fences.

The Ventura County Assessor's Office lists the properties as 240 acres and
133.77 acre parcels. The property is owned by David and Susan DOLLAR. The
property owner's address is recorded as ||| G -rt= Paula,
California 93060.

The THOMAS fire burned downslope in alignment with the wind threatening the
cities of Santa Paula, Ventura and Ojai. The general area around the THOMAS fire
is urban interface surrounded by mixed wildland.
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9 — NARRATIVE:

On Monday, December 4, 2017, at approximately 6:25 PM, | was dispatched as
a Wildland Fire Investigator by the Ventura County Fire Department (VCFD) Fire
Communications Center (FCC) to a wildland fire (later identified as the THOMAS
fire) located at || NS t2 Paula, CA, 93060. Multiple
reports from witnesses identified the fire in the hills northeast of Santa Paula. VCFD
Engine 20, located in Upper Ojai, informed FCC they received phone calls from
locals of a brush fire near the college and attached themselves to the original
dispatch.

FCC originally dispatched units to 1681 Dickenson Drive, Santa Paula, CA. This
was the address of an initial reporting party. While responding to the incident, FCC
dispatched units to _ FCC advised responding units that
occupants at the residence reported their home was threatened by flames, later this
location was identified as David DOLLAR'S residence (see attachment #48 through
#50).

| arrived at the Incident Command Post (ICP) located at Mill Park, 736 Santa
Paula Ojai Road, at approximately 7:24 PM. | observed the fire growing quickly and
spotting across Santa Paula Ojai Road (Highway 150). The incident required
multiple fire crews from neighboring cities and county fire departments. Ventura
County Sheriff's Office (VCSO) deputies, Santa Paula Police officers, and California
Highway Patrol officers were also in the area assigned to mandatory evacuations.
No emergency personnel were able to access 16840 Anlauf Canyon Road due to
fire conditions.

Numerous residences in Anlauf Canyon, Ojai Road, and Kampgrounds of
America (KOA) at Steckel Park required rescue or assistance from emergency
crews and were under mandatory evacuation. CHP closed Santa Paula Ojai
Road/Highway 150 to any traffic except emergency personnel and evacuees exiting.

A separate fire was reported on Koenigstein Road at approximately 7:30 PM,
located approximately 3.5 miles northwest of the THOMAS fire. Because of the
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On Tuesday, December 19, 2017, SCE sent their LiDAR team to the GOA to
survey the area of interest and their equipment. The IT requested SCE to lower
their power lines when they had completed their LiDAR survey.

At approximately 3:45 PM, the IT boarded a helicopter for a reconnaissance
flight over Anlauf Canyon and the CCC oil lease (see attachment #95).

On Wednesday, December 20, 2017, SCE lowered several spans of power lines.

The IT walked the conductors for examination purposes (see attachment #2).

On Thursday, December 21, 2017, | met Mark STEINHILBER, Facilities Program
Manager at DOGGR, at VCFD fire station 50 at approximately 7:40 AM. The IT
briefed STEINHILBER on our previous findings at the compressor site located at the
CCC oil facilities in Anlauf Canyon. The IT took him to the compressor site and flare
stack. STEINHILBER examined the site’s compressors and flare stack. This
interview and examination was video recorded by the IT (see attachment #35). We
departed the oil lease site at approximately 2:00 PM.

On Friday, December 22, 2017, | contacted the Ventura County Counsel. |
forwarded them an example of a preservation letter for an electric company. | asked
they draft a similar letier and address it to SCE (see aftachment #53).

On Saturday, December 23, 2017, the VCSO UAS team returned to the GOA to
record another area of interest. A CAL FIRE LIDAR team was also on scene to
survey (see aftachments #2 and #58).

On Tuesday, December 26, 2017, IT gave SCE permission to send their LIDAR
team to the GOA to survey their equipment, while IT was present and continued to
secure and preserve the scene.

On Wednesday, December 27, 2017, SCE LiDAR team concluded their
examination. SCE lowered another section of power lines for the IT. The IT
proceeded to examine the power lines and collect evidence (see attachments #2
and #39).

At approximately 1:35 PM, | spoke to Dan FERCY, APCD. FERCY told me the
following, in summary: The APCD does oil field inspections that relate to equipment
that would have adverse effects to the air quality. Flare stacks at oil facilities are
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1 2018 (see affachmenis #2 and #3).
2 On Monday, January 29 and Tuesday, January 30, 2018, | returned to the
3 THOMAS fire site to view SCE crews lower and remove power line equipment (see
4 atfachment #55).
5 On Tuesday, May 29 through May 31, 2018, Investigators from CAL FIRE and
6 VCFD met with Jim NOLT, Professional Engineer (PE). The IT utilized NOLT on
7 several occasions throughout the course of the Thomas fire investigation to evaluate
8 the electrical system within the OFA and GOA. We reviewed SCE data that was
9 submitted to us on April 6, 2018, NOLT created a timeline of events that occurred
10 associated with the Castro circuit on Monday, December 4, 2017.
11 On Wednesday, October 24, 2018, we received a report created by NOLT (see
12 attachment #63). The IT reviewed NOLT's report and concluded it further
13 corroborated the |T's final hypothesis.
14 On Saturday, November 17, 2018, we added documents received per our
15 request from SCE dated Friday, October 26, 2018. The response letter and
16 documents from SCE are in regards to the Thomas fire investigation report are
17 pertaining to meter No. 254000-004308 and 222-931684. We still have yet to
18 receive the data requested in its entirety (see attachment #64).
19
20 OPINIONS & CONCLUSIONS:
21
22 The following opinions and conclusions were based on supporting
23 documentation, supplemental reports, statements made to investigators,
24 audio/video recordings, CAD reports obtained from dispatch centers, and evidence
25 found while conducting the origin and cause investigation.
26 Skies were clear with no thunderhead or cloud build-up observed. There was no
27 evidence located within the GOA consistent with lightning strikes or fire resulting
28 from a lightning strike. A lightning detection map was printed and confirmed there
29 was no recent lightning activity in the area. Based upon the weather data, |
30 eliminated a lightning caused fire (see aftachment #43).
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56 — SCE Provided Data (3 binders)

A —

SCE Response Letter, April 4, 2018

B — Wakefield Substation, DNA History Plot and Data

C —
D -
E —

CASTRO Circuit Maps

RAR0179 Graph and Data

Pole Data pages 12 — 31

Interruption Log Sheet for RAR1228
RAR1228 Graph and Data

RAR1228 Cycle Graphic Display
Maintenance records and trouble reports
Maintenance records, pages 709 — 710
Maintenance records, pages 711 - 713
Maintenance records, pages 714 — 747
Maintenance records, pages 748 — 765
Event data log, pages 933 — 935

Pole Data, pages 696 — 700

Meter 1684 Events/Exceptions Detail Report, pages 1242 - 1243

Meter 35324 Event Data, pages 685 - 692

Meters 6053 and 65411 Event Data, pages 673 — 681

Meter 376309 Event Data, pages 682 — 684
2014 Tree Service, pages 32 — 228

2015 Tree Service, pages 229 — 449

2016 Tree Service, pages 450 — 672

2017 Compliance Trees in Collector, pages 855 — 923

2017 Compliance Prescriptions in Collector, pages 733 — 854

Interruption Log Sheets, pages 4 — 10

57 — Additional Information Requests to SCE and Replies, June 15, 29, 2018
58 — SCE Thomas Letter, June 15, 2018
59 — LIiDAR

60 — SCE provided data, July, 13, 2018
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61 — LAW All Electric meter data request (SCE)
62 — Carbon All Electric meter data request (SCE)
63 — JHNOLT Associates Project Status Memorandum
64 — SCE provided data, October 26, 2018

65 -

66 —

67 —

68 —

69 -

70—

71—

72 -

73 -

74 -

75 -

76 —

77 -

78 —

79 -

80 —

81-

82 -

83 -

84 —

85—

86 —

87 —

88 -

89 — Disk of Audio Interviews

90 — HATCH case Photos and Video
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91 — DELAROSA Case Videos
92 — KINSLEY Case Photos
93 — KELLEY Case Photos and Videos
94 — SAQUI Case Photos
95 — ALTON Case Photos
g6 — CHAPIN Case Photos
97 — BERGH Case Photos
98 — RUSSELL Case Photos
99 — HARRIS Case Photos
100 — SNODGRASS Case Photos
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